(12) 
ſomething already, and maiſt hear more hereafter. Some other of 
thy Companions, who write againſt Friends, have brought Scy:prures 
to prove what they Write; but have not rightly «ppiyed them; nor 
informed Fri:nds ſo todo. Art thou willing to be J»dged for not 
Teaching them, as aforeſaid, as thou haſt Judged Uz ? Namely, to 
be As Blind as Prieſts, &c. Why ſhouldeſt thou be Off:nded at-our 
Citing thoſe wholeſome Epi/les ? doſt thou herein ſhew a right e- 
ſteem for thoſe Holy Scriprures ? cannot we cite Scriprures, and leave 
People rightly to apply them, as Guided by that Holy Sprrzr, that 
Guided the ZZoly Mer in giving them forth ; -But for ſo doing, be 
-by thee Judged To negleft the Heavenly Gift in our ſelves, and to be as 
Blind as Four Blind Prieſts? It ſeems to appear in thy Book, that 
thou haſt an Opinion, Thar the Tree of Knowledge ts good for Fogd. 
But it were better for thee to wait upon God in the Light;of his S6n, 
and therein to be Obedient to Him, that ſo thou miyft; Eat. of 
the Fruit of the Tree of -Lifezwhich Food would fill thee with Charity, 
without which thou canſt not be Accepted of God, who is Love (or 


Charity) as the Holy Apoſtle Teſtihed. 
The word Dignity expreſſed in Peter and Fudes 


Epiſtles, cited by F. Batt wid 


his Thrrs Companions, W. 8. doth Paraphraſe upon, in a ſcornful manner, -a- 


gainſt the ſaid Friends, and others ; as may be ſeen in part 2. pag. 92. 


Obſerve, The word Dignity ſignifies Honour, as the Dittonaries render if, How 
often doth W. R. in his Book, call F. S, and F.W. Honourable ? And in his Pre- 


tBut W, R, thus high ap- 
plauding F.S. and F.W. as 
got exceeded by any Mortal 
Man whatſoever, hath not an- 

- 'ſwered the Witneſs of God 
in our Conſciences ; and h3 
Narrative and their Paper of 
Condemnation prove the con» 
trary : And hath not W. XK. 
Herein applauded F. S. and 
F. W. ſomewhat like, as the 
Samaritans did Sim, Mag ? 


*Much more might be ſaid 
to this; and that from the 
Scriptures of Truth, as well 
as inward Experience. But 
this in ſhort at preſent. 


caophet, * Them that Honour Me, 1 will Honour : 


face to the Reader, p..3, he calls F. S. and F. W. Two antient 
and honourable Labourers in the Goſpel of Chriſt, whoſe Cox- 

verſations and Dofrines, I have not known or underſtood to be 

exceeded in Godlineſs,by any Mortal Man whatſoever faith he; 
Doth he not herein highly #Zonour or Dignify them ? Why 

may not God Honour or Dignify his Servants; who ſerch, not 
the Honour that comes from the Earthly Mind ; but that which 
comgsgfrom God only ? God hath ſaid by the Mouth of the 
And bee 

fore True Honour, goeth Humility. * | 
The word Government is alſo Paraphraſed on by W, R. 

in the two aforeſaid pages in a bitter and ſcornful man- 
ner, againſt 9. Batt, and maryof the Lord's Servants, To 
which I ſay, on the behalf of Chriſt and his Church, That 
we own no other Government in his Church, but that which 
is upon his Shoulders; as God hath promiſed, #e 7s 
one in the Male, and in the Female; 2s the Holy Apoſtle 
ſaid; who is Prince of Peace, and keeps his Subjects 
in Peace, and Unity one with another, F. B, 


CIS <y — —— — 


<2" <0x—=—— — 


London, Printed for John Bringhurſt, Printer and Statio- 


ner, at the Signof the Book, in Grace-Charch-Street, 16 8 1, 


; ; _ 


iow 
© 


bi the People of the LY have ow the ER 


£38 the vs rd, while walking through thiir wa 
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Srth as the ſumthe of ſeverall Sefmons preache; dts 


agoe,. unto ſuch of the Lords People, as weremads 


tolcek tHe Bread of their Soulls wat! 
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> H. E Ws have. a tradition of that. Mana 
| wherewith God fed Iſrael in the SY 
(.. fourty, years., that the tale thereof was ſuch ,© 
and; fo; yarious 5- that it anſwered every man s 
appetir., and taſted. to.him-of whatſoever his 4 
ſoul. defireds.-: And: look -how. uncertain is * 
by the . Jewiſh: tradition oh, che miaterial Maniig s . 
Was gathered of the earth-for the ſpace-of Toure YE 
F Iderneſs ofthe Land E&gypty' + oO certain 1s on Chits *: 
©. "Fruth of the ſpiritual Manna , .rhe Yord of-God;; rhak? Eo 
- Fof Heaven. That Angels, food, wherewith God fee 
. 'Hurch in All ages ſuccellively., and all the children of. 
- Þ the 1ſraclires Indeed, reſpettively-chrou hall the Eb: © 
of their life and travel in the world. ( Ky os hithogren © 
.. . erneſs ) thatit hath in , a real ſupply of pts. Teceſſities; 4 
. th alwayes in it 4 word in ſeaſon to all perſonsatall times. -\ 


every. condition,, To the dead it's Life, *to'the liviog -. 
alth,. to the weary it's refreſhment, fo the weak 7, A 
h, to babes milk, tothe ffrong men it's meat}, to-thy "1 
it's bread-to the' chirſty it's water y.. to the dro! :) PT" 
 forrowfull heart, it oi, to the faint it's apples55.58 


nze:;,.Cignamon,, ſaffron, ſpiknard , cps 65. 
5 of the merchant: 10 ſuch as love dainties,, "Xe 
neſs. 6Roeky of the rock and droping ſweets 1 
Con md 2-to, the, wounded | it's the balmeof* B » "8 
ghted it's eye ſalve, 12nd: "oifitmenic 6 "2 
r EYES. © To tach. near ſouls a love to: be all-gld-=4 
Ss to keep Bir as deans. Ty $2 cron "Box. 2 
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-£ chains of the neck , bracelets , earrings , pendentes , and of. 
> naments of all ſorts ; and- if.-they like to be in faſhion , and 
- —gofineinthe court of a Heavenly converſation and commu-. 
-- nionwith God , it preſents them a large bright glaſs, where _ 
2 they may daily dreſs themſelves to purpole : This glas 1S# * 
no falſifing one or mulcipling glaſs , but a juſt diſcovering and * 
- . directing . here. are diſcovered not onely al! the obliquities of 
geſture, & faults-» of feature and ſpots upon the face or 
cloathes, but likewiſe the very inmoſt thoughts and intents 
of the heart, with the moſt ſubtile imaginations of the mind nat 
are here manifeſted. Here you are direfted to fit all your 'F 
fouls ornaments in the fineſt ſpiritual faſhion, and to com- ( 
poſe your gefture ; & order your motion ſo as you may be able q\ 
F 
(| 


. as 
Ewe 
i 


2 


to ſtand 1n the preſence of him who is greater than Salomon, 
\ - This large and bright glaſs doth ſtand in King Salomons bed- 


» chamber in the book of the Canticles, andin it you may ſee ' ,, & | 
your ſelf from head to foot , from top to toe ;- there you ſee q 

the head beautiful with locks, Cant. 4. there you ſee the f 

' fiveet comely countenance of the Saints, which the Lord is vi 

ſo much in love with , that he 1s in continual deſire to ſee it ; & 
there you may ſee theſe eyes that raviſh his heart, and ſo | Ol 
throughout even to the feet, that are very beautiful with # to 

" ſhoes, Cant, 7:r. For ſuch as are deftitute and unprovided , w; 
the Word of God is a portion to the poor, .it*s the riches of the 3; js; 
treaſure of choice filver, and fine gold; here is that which I - us 

- difpells darkneſs, cleares doubts diſſolves: hardneſs ; diſap- if Go 
potnes fears, diſcharges cares, ſolaces ſorrow , and ſatisfies 3: Inc 

_ deſires : Here is counſel and ſtrength for peace and warr, i. ,Sun 
-,- hereis daily intelligence from heaven, and 1na word here is f that 


=» the beſt companion that ever a ſoul did chooſe, and bleſſedy 
-— are they who can ſpiritually tune that ſhort , but high note 
Pſalm. 119 : 98. Thy commandments are ever with me, 
they are not with the foul as a burden of idle attendants are 
with aman, See what good offices they performe by their fy! 
preſence, Proy.6: 22, 23. They are as Hobab to Iſrael , and: 
David to Nabal, eyes and a guard in the wilderneſs-to us. © *: 
In the world, and chiefly in this world , we change ſeats and | 
- ſocieties, we ſhift conditions, and habitations , we go through .. 
x2) | | the 
* ; _ ; # : 
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- relations & deareſt acquaintance , whom we loved as our 
own ſouls, & ſpoiled of our companions , with whom we took 
; 4fweet counſel , & went to the houſe of God. But bleſſed is 
'+ that ſoul, who in all this can ſay, I am not alone, My 
good old friend , the Word of God, the Bible, the guide 
 « of my youth hath not forſaken me; It's with-me, 
| yea-it *s in me, in the midſt of my heart, I bear about 
with me daily a living copy of theſe Lively Oracles, & they 
are more near me than my very ſelf; for my heart is within 
me, but they are within my heart, I may be ſeparated from 
ſelfe by death, that ſeparates deareſt friends , my heart may 
be plucked from my breaſt, & my ſoul diſlodged of my bo- 
[', dy: but my companion, the Word of God ſhall nothing ſe- 
Ky parat, proſperity ſhall not cauſe me forget it, & adverſity 
W1ll not cauſe it forget me, I will not forget thy precepts , 

for by them thou haſt quickned me, Pſal. 119. 93. as thoſe 

who live upon the ſhoal havea very juſt diall of the motion 

& meaſure of the Water , which they can make uſe of with- 

out the Sun : So are theebbings & flowings of our affe&ions 

to the Word of God, the ſureſt , moſt univerſal & conſtant 

; witneſs of our daily condition ; for albeit the darkneſs, that 
$; 15 upon the face of our ſouls may pretend that it is night with 
| us , yet, if it be full ſea in our affections to the Word of 
h+ God, we may be fure it *s noon day, & when it's low water 
3 1nouraffections to the Word , then it's mid-night ; now the 

f , Sun was never ſeen at midnight. Be ſureit is in with that foul 


-, that's out of conceit with God's Word. Now to ſay nothing 
} of the malignant qualities, of groſs ignorant, profane Atheiſts, 
' 4 &obſtinat unbelievers , who are habitually diſaffeed to the 
+ Wordof God, nor yet to mention the wilful groundleſs fits 
of pettiſh diſtempers in Saints, who many times do take up at 
&- fheir foot groundleſs & needleſs pleas, &difcouraging appre- 
henſions , which they cannot fo eafily lay-down again, Pſal.- 
42: 5-Why art thou caſt-down, © ! my Soul ? why art thou 
6s page within me ! Pſal. 77: 2. My ſore ran in the mght , 
and my Sow reſuſed ro be comforted. To pals theſe (1 lay) . 
A 2 as 
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*  thewilderneſs of Marab , from troop to troop, weare drivett - 
from Temple, Altar, & Oracle, we are divided from our © 
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=; bearing. diret impeachment of the above ſaid com- 
167 of the abſolute ſufficiency of the Word of God to 
het all caſes ; Theſe three things that in a time of ren=- 
*xafon , in an hour find the power of darkneſs , do readily 
= Eonctirre to diminiſh the Saints reſpe& to the Word of God 3 
a Fhe firſt is, that their caſe ſeems odd, unparaleled , 8 un- 
F-.- practicable : in Scripture they find no caſe equal with theirs , 
& inall reſpe& that has been cured. Secondly, in their weakneſs, 
they thereupon do conclude , that their caſe is really hopleſs 
& irremediable. But thirdly , the ſaddeſt of all 1s, thas they 
find the word not only filent for them , but to ſpeak directly 
& aloud againſt them , as they think , ſmiting , hinking & ham- = + 
mering them with ſad & heavy threatnings & intimarions of 
FF determined wrath, rejefion, ruin to come upon them yet 
”»  forallchisinall theſe they erre, not knowing the Scripture, !' 
{. but that there is hope, & the Scripture is notto be caſt out \,« 
with , as an unkind, & uncomfortable companion in ſuch * # 
caſes , let theſe things be conſidered , for vindication of the . 
Scripture to --ſouls thus exercifed ; & be it granted, as the truth — « 
1s, a ſouls caſe may be ſuch for circumſtances that the Scrip= _! &< 
ture mentions none paralel with it in all points that has been {4 'a 
cured the ſame isall along to be underſtood of Churches & & J 
nations reſpe{ively , as of particular perſons ; yet I am confi- F tf 


dently perſygaded that there is no caſe now incident to any, Þ& pt: 
whether nation , Church , or perſon , bur the Scripture hold- ÞF ar 
eth forth ſome , either as evil, or worſe, whether for foul or JF m- 
ſufferihg that have been helped, There hath no tentation an 


takerfFYou faith the Apoſtle i Cor. 1o : 13. bur ſuch as is F} the 
commyn to man «z-;i5 thy caſe ſinful ; behold the Scripture 'Þ het 
tells us#that he 


tained mercy , who once a-day thought: | FvBu 
himieIfthe chief of ſinners, x Tim. rt: 15, And that as one Þ and 
exquifit rare peece of mercy is ſet down for a _patern to all F thi 
thoſe , who ſhould after believe in Chrift to life everlaſting. | j 
Chriſt loves to have ſinners changed , &: for thar he puts forth - 
' his patern as merchants do their famples of rich commodi- Whi 
ries , & ſure fince that time he hath pur off many ſuch piects ,-Mt 
& yet the patern ſtands forth, ſhewing that there 1s more Wa 
avundance to ſerve all that have need. To ſay nothing or 
Pauls 
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Pauls fin (- which ſure was great enough) norof many fince his - 
time , who may have thought themſelves the chief of Sinners © 5 
as wellas he did, where I think 1. heara kind ot ftrife am 

. mercies clients, who ſhall be moſt beholdento free mercy 
*-grace, this patern makes it fully certain, that there-is mercy 

or the chief of finners be who he will , & that he, whoſoever 

he be, that ſuppoſes himſelfe to be the chief of Sinners , 1s nat ©! 
thereby warranted to diſpair of mercy : bur rather to plead the®*._ 2 
greateſt intereſt of neceſſity , & to look upon himſelfas ſuch. I's 8 

thy caſe afflicted, and thy ſufferings extraordinary , ſee obs 
deſperat caſe, & Hemans diſtracted caſe ; ſee the Churches caſe 

z inthe Law; in whoſe caſe there is hope, though it had nor 
been done under the whole heaven as was done to Jeruſalem ; 

” Iooktothe bond of witneſſes & to Chriſt: Hebr. xx : 12 chap : 

7 buthereis thegreat caſe of the troubled ſoul, cleanly ſuffer- 3 
a\ ings for the exerciſe of my graces (as Jobs caſe) or for the 7 
1 


Yeſtimony of the thruth , & a good conſcience as theſe of old 
witneſſes & Martyrs : 1 could well bear in theſe reſpe&s; L 
could count. it all joy to fall into diverſe tentations , and L 
could count itmy honour & mercy , as well to ſuffer for Chrift 
4 'as to beleeve on him. I could do with ſuch ſufferings as 
4 Job would have done with his adverſaries book, I could take 
* them on my ſhoulder & bind them as a crown to m2, & asa 
| Prince would i go near unto him. Bur alace I ſuffer with 
F an 1ll conſcience , my afflictions arero me the puniſhment of 
c 4 my iniquity & the fruits of my folly. This caſe indeed (it 
a Þ any ) requires the tongue of the learned & 2 word in ſeaſon to 
s þ theſoul that is weary of it ; & if the word of God help me not 
e '& here, haveloſt the cauſe , & am come ſhort of my accounts, 
Bur there is hope in Iſrael alſo concerning this thing Ezr.10.2. 


tt '; 

ie Þ andI find the Scriprure clear in theſe particulars concertilg. =o 
11 F this caſe. x. I find indeed great odds berween cleanly ſlit. #8 

g. | | fering for righteouſnes fake , and ſuffering meerly for ill coing, © - 
th the one is a thing thank-worthy and a glorifying of God in the 

li- Whigheſt manner aQively , the other is not thank-worthy , bur 

s »*Mthe mans miſery; in the one the man has a good conſcience 
"re Rand Joy there from ; in the other a man hath an i!l conſcience” 4 4 
of Ewith terroyr & ſorrow proceeding there from ; the one. gives _* 
uls | 3 ; | aman \  - 


PF; 


a 


A 4 
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2 man good confidence of afliſtance & of the Spiritof God » 
& ot Glory to reſt upon him , the other maks a man deſpond & 
dfoop ; the one ſtops , the other opens the mouth of wicked 
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men therefore ſayes Peter, 1 Pet 3 : 17. Its better if the will #f way 


Micah.7 : g. I will bear the indignation of the Lord , becaute 
I have ſinned againſt him , nor ought any living man to com- 
plain, who ſuffers meerly for the puniſhment of his fin. 
Lam.z.39. And if he muſt complain let him complain to 
God, and bemoan his caſe in quierneſs to him : it's farr 
better for nien to bear their yoke quietly , 8 to fitr alone ; 
than to pine away in their iniquity mourning one to another , 
while they do not cry to the Lord, Too much whianing & 
complaining, to me will be found labour that profits not, try 
it who will. But as a man would complain to God., fo he 
would beware of complaining of God, he would leave hs 
complaint upon himſelf, Tob 1o, 1. & lay the blame of his 
aifliction home upon himſelf Pſalm 38. 5. my folly makes 1t 


ſo. 3.Ir's clear from the whole hiſtory of the Scripture , 


that moſt of all the Saints afflitions ( whecher conjunctly 1n 


*the body of a Church or Nation , or ſeverally in their own 


perſons particularly ) have been the chaſtiſements of their int- 
quity , and the rods of men, that is, ſuch rods as men uſe 
upon miſdemeaning children ; I find this true', eſpecially of 2 
whole Church or Nation, 4. It's clear, that the Lords rods , 
whether publick or perſonal upon his finfull people flow from 
lovein the fountain, are mixed with love in the courſe , & 


of God be ſo, that ye ſuffer for wel doing than for ill doing #: 
-.,2. Ir*s clear, we ought to bear affiiftions with more patience , - 


run forthin love in the iſſue, if this ſeems ſtrange to any , ler if 3 
him remember that he thar ſpares the rod hates the child y x 1t 


bur he that chaſteneth him betimes delivereth his ſoul. Gods , 5 


thoughts concerning his people are thoughts of peace & not 
of evil to give them an expeted end, Ter. 29. x1. and 1n 
the midſt of wrath he will remember mercy z Hab. 3.2. Gods 
lovero his people is very confiſtent with his anger', though ic 


þe even fervent. to the degree of wrath , ) bur not with har-fj 
red, for Hatred, notanger is loves oppoſite ,'& angry. love| 
/ 4s often times moſt pro 


firable, 
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s. times in the wiſe heart of a ſtrong David ; I do not here ſped *-2 
how the Lord cauſes his people paſs under the rod , and brings 8? 
them withia the bond of the Covenant , Eze.20. 37. and he 3 
chooſes them in the furnace of afffiction , 48. 10, and that + 
was an affliction for ſin,and a ſadly deſerved rod. And yet the 

| Lord when he would weall a piece of the fineſt mettall , goes 5 
. neither to coffer nor cup-board where the gliſterings of peace ' , = 

& proſperity dazle the eyes of the undiſcerning beholder, © % 
bur he goes to the {moak and coome of the furnace, and there 
he pitches upon the Saints of the laſt, refine : The Lord goes 
down to the Land of affliction and houſe of bondage to viſit 

his people, & there falls in love with them, & there he wooes 
1themzand there he weds them intheir mourning garments;for 
they get not the oyl of Joy nor the garment of praiſe, till the 
ſecond day of the marriage , and then they riſe from the duſt 
and ſhiyge , there light cometh , and the glory of the Lord 

Z ariſeth upon them. See Iſai. 48. Hof. 2. 14. and fofeward , 

* Pſalm. 61.3. In fine the Scripture 1s full of rare and fariſ- 

# factory expreſſions of Gods love to his people,. even under 

$ ſaffering , which their own wickedneſs hath procured where- 

of it will appertain. to ſpeak particularly in the ſequell of the 

diſcourſe inſuing. 5. It is clear from Scripture that there is a b 

4 difference to be pur betzvixt fin bringing on and procuring RE 

3 ſufferings, and bitter afflictions , and fin diſcovercd inand by 

# afflitions, Let God caſt an. hoiy Job in the furnace , and 

X it will diſcover a ſcum, that will cauſe himſelf ſay, my . 

® transgreſſions are infivit, and yet the Lord himſelf ſuſtains 

#.Jops plea, that it was not for fin that he was puritying him, 

| 6.Itis clear;that there is a great difference betwixt the righte- 

| ouſneſs of God, and the unrighreouſneſs of men afflicting his 

people, as we ſee frequently in Tobs caſe , yea find an ex- 

elleat, rare comfortable diſpenſation of God to his people , 

hat he will ſome times ſcourge them with the golden rod of 


artyrdome , correc their taults in an honourable way , & 
A 4 __», chaſtize 


f 


\at-| 
ove 
ere- 
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